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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the graduate program in the Department of Nutrition and Hospitality
Management, one of five academic departments in the School of Applied Sciences at the
University of Mississippi. Graduate study offers the opportunity to plan a focused
program of study, expand knowledge and competencies, establish academic and
professional expertise, and formulate a philosophy about your future profession. The
quality of your graduate experience depends, to a great degree, upon the extent of your
academic commitment and involvement. Under the departmental and university
guidelines, students will assume the primary responsibility for the development and
execution of your graduate experience.
To become familiar with the academic procedures and regulations concerning graduate
students at UM, read the UM Graduate School Catalog. Information provided in this
handbook supplements the Graduate School Catalog, and describes policies and
procedures specific to graduate programs in the Department of Nutrition and
Hospitality Management, which may have additional requirements to the Graduate
School policy.
The Graduate Program Coordinator (GPC) for MS in Food and Nutrition Services and PhD
in Nutrition and Hospitality Management in the Department of Nutrition and Hospitality
Management will serve as your initial contact for the graduate program. Graduate
Faculty is also here to provide guidance. Do not hesitate to ask questions and talk to the
faculty and staff in the department to plan your graduate study.

Yunhee Chang, PhD
Professor and Graduate Program Coordinator
Melinda Valliant, PhD, RD, LD, CSSD
Professor and Department Chair

Effective as of October 1, 20
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PH.D. IN NUTRITION AND HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Nutrition and Hospitality Management (NHM)
program is housed within the Department of Nutrition and Hospitality Management.
Students pursuing the Ph.D. in NHM degree choose from one of the two emphasis
areas:
•
•

Nutrition (with concentrations in Sport Nutrition, Nutrition Policy, or General
Nutrition)
Hospitality management

The program is designed to train and mentor students to become proficient teachers
and researchers.

PROGRAM OF STUDY
The program consists of a minimum of 66 post-baccalaureate credit hours. The degree
requirements are: 21 hours of core requirements; 15-18 hours of emphasis area
requirements, of which 6 or more hours must be at 700-level; and 9-12 hours of
supporting coursework at 500-700 levels to bring the total coursework to 48 hours,
which may be selected from emphasis area courses and/or from outside of NHM; and
18 hours of dissertation. Individual directed research credits may not be used as
coursework. The Program of Study form can be found under the Curriculum.
Graded credit hours other than thesis or directed research from the student’s master’s
degree coursework within the Department of Nutrition and Hospitality Management at
UM may be applied to the doctoral degree. If the student has been enrolled in another
graduate degree program outside the Department within the University, up to 6 hours
of coursework credit from the other degree program may be applied to the doctoral
degree upon the advisory committee’s approval. No transfer credits from another
institution are allowed in the doctoral program. However, doctoral students may
request for course waiver based on equivalent courses taken at another institution or a
previous degree program within six (6) years prior to joining the PhD program, as long as
36 coursework hours are completed at UM. All waiver requests for core courses must be
submitted before the end of the first semester of enrollment. If the substituting course
was taken after the student starts the doctoral program at UM, the waiver requests
must be submitted within one (1) semester of the student’s return to the UM. Since the
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student’s Doctoral Advisory Committee approves the Plan of Study, which specifies the
emphasis area requirements and supporting coursework tailored to each individual
student’s goals and needs, for emphasis area or supporting coursework, waiver requests
can be reviewed after the Plan of Study has been approved by the Advisory Committee.
All waiver requests must include the exact UM course number to be waived, the
syllabus of the course taken, and a copy of the transcript showing the course grade.
Waiver decisions are determined by the NHM graduate faculty after consultation with
faculty members who regularly teach the courses requested to be waived.

DOCTORAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Upon admission, the GPC will serve as the student’s primary point of contact. It is
expected that students determine their Academic Advisor within the first year of their
study. The student and their Academic Advisor will work together to establish the
student’s Doctoral Advisory Committee. A Doctoral Advisory Committee must be
formed before the Form GS-5 Authorization to sit for a Comprehensive Examination is
submitted. A Doctoral Advisory Committee must consist of at least three graduate
faculty members of the Department, and may or may not include an external member.
Doctoral Advisory Committees
-

recommend graduate coursework and other training appropriate for the
student’s research interests and career goals,
approve the Program of Study with the GPC,
determine the student’s readiness for the Comprehensive Examination, and
serve as the Comprehensive Examination committee.

Modifications to the Program of Study require an approval by the Doctoral Advisory
Committee and the GPC.

PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION
There is no preliminary examination.

DOCTORAL COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION
All doctoral students must successfully complete the Comprehensive Examination. The
Doctoral Comprehensive Examination assesses the student’s comprehension of core
principles and body of knowledge in the discipline, as well as knowledge of research
methods and statistics. The Comprehensive Examination is intended to test for the
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students’ ability to make original contributions in their course of study, not just the
student’s current research project.
Students who have all the coursework completed or nearly completed (meaning that
the student is in the final semester of coursework) may sit for the Comprehensive
Examination. Students who wish to sit for the Comprehensive Examination must notify
the academic advisor during the semester or term preceding the intended
Comprehensive Examination. There must be at least a 60-day period between the
Committee’s approval of form GS-5 Authorization to Sit for the Comprehensive
Examination and the first day of the written examination. Sometimes due to
extenuating circumstances and with full consensus of the Committee, students may be
allowed to sit for an exam prior to the 60-day period.
The Doctoral Advisory Committee approves form GS-5 and functions as the Examining
Committee of the Doctoral Comprehensive Examination. The Examining Committee
administers the Comprehensive Examination by (a) scheduling the examination; (b)
preparing the questions and evaluating the written portion of the Comprehensive
Examination; (c) conducting the oral portion of the Comprehensive Examination; and (d)
deciding the outcome of the Comprehensive Examination.
The written portion of the examination is timed, proctored, closed-book tests, taken in
four 4-hour blocks where 8 hours are dedicated to general topics from suggested
coursework (nutrition/hospitality); 4 hours specific to proposed research area; and 4
hours of research methods, all of which should be completed within 5 working days of
the start of the examination. The Chair of the Examining Committee will determine and
communicate about logistics, and may request the Department for assistance in
proctoring and securing the test access. At the end of each day of the written
Comprehensive Examination, the Chair of the Examining Committee either collects the
computer and the flash drive or locks the electronic access.
Protected copies of the examination must be distributed to the advisory committee by
the first working day after the last day of the written portion of the Comprehensive
Examination.
The oral portion of the Comprehensive Examination must be completed within 30calendar days from the last day of the written examination. In the oral examination, the
student is expected to answer questions from the Committee. Passing of the
Comprehensive Examination requires unanimous affirmative vote of the Examining
Committee. The Chair of the Committee will deliver the outcome to the GPC using Form
GS-5.1 Report of the Comprehensive Examination Committee/Admission to Candidacy
for the Doctorate Degree.
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Students who do not pass the Comprehensive Examination in the first time can meet
with the Examining Committee to review their weaknesses and schedule their second
examination. The second examination may not take place in the same semester as the
first examination, but must occur within one (1) calendar year of the first examination.
Students who do not pass the second Comprehensive Examination will be changed to
non-degree II status. (For more information, see UM Policy on Dismissal or Change in
Status of Graduate Students.)
All examination copies are the property of the Examining Committee – the original copy
of the written examinations shall be retained by the Committee Chair to become a part
of the student’s permanent file. After the Comprehensive Examination is completed,
either successfully or unsuccessfully, the Chair of the Examining Committee may be
asked to provide a copy of the written examination and any grading sheets to the GPC.
If a student believes that the results of their Comprehensive Examination were based on
prejudice, discrimination, capricious standards, or factors unrelated to academic merit,
appeals can be made within five (5) class days of receiving the results. Contact the
Graduate School for the details of the appeals process.

CANDIDACY
Upon successful completion of the Comprehensive Examination and satisfactory
completion of coursework, the student is admitted to candidacy and may submit a
dissertation prospectus. A doctoral candidate must maintain continuous enrollment
during regular semesters. (See Graduate Catalog for the definition of continuous
enrollment.) An enrollment of at least 3 hours is required during the semester in which
the degree is granted (1 hour of enrollment during the summer term).

DOCTORAL DISSERTATION AND FINAL EXAMINATION
Dissertation committees must consist of at least three graduate faculty members from
the department, plus one member external to the department. The Chair of the
Dissertation Committee must be a full member of the Graduate Faculty. (See Graduate
Catalog for Dissertation Committee Policy for exceptions.)
There must be at least four (4) months between the successful defense of the
prospectus and the final defense of the dissertation. See Graduate Catalog for
dissertation prospectus procedures. The defense of the dissertation is considered the
final examination for a doctoral degree, and must be scheduled on or before the last day
of class. Form GS-7 Authorization of the Final Oral/Written Examination must be filed at
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the Graduate School at least fourteen (14) days prior to the intended examination date.
See Graduate Catalog for additional rules.

TIME LIMIT
The Graduate School imposes a four(4)-year time limit on completion of formal
coursework and the Comprehensive Examination for the doctoral degree. After passing
the Comprehensive Examination, a student must complete all remaining requirements
within five (5) calendar years.

DOCTORAL STUDENTS APPLYING FOR THE M.S. DEGREE
Students admitted to the PhD in Nutrition and Hospitality Management program may
apply for the Master of Science in Food and Nutrition Services degree by completing the
master’s degree requirement and submitting Form GS-8 Application for Graduate
Degree. Master’s Comprehensive Examinations are waived for doctoral students who
have successfully completed Doctoral Comprehensive Examinations. Doctoral core
courses may not be used as Master’s electives.

DOCTORAL ADMISSION CRITERIA
Criteria for admission into the Ph.D. in NHM program are:
•
•
•

•
•

Baccalaureate degree in nutrition, hospitality management, or related fields.
Graduate Record Examination (GRE): Scores of no less than 150 on the verbal
and 150 on the quantitative divisions are preferred.
Grade-Point Average (GPA): A cumulative undergraduate GPA of 3.0 or higher
over the last 60 hours or over the entire transcript is recommended for
admission.
English Proficiency: Must meet the Graduate School’s admission criteria. (Only
for the applicants whose native language is not English)
Clear Goals, readiness and motivation to pursue the doctoral degree

The Graduate Committee of the Department of Nutrition and Hospitality Management
will review complete applications as they are received. Incomplete applications will not
be reviewed. Competitive applicants relative to the pool of applicants will be
recommended for admission. In addition to the above criteria, other factors such as
strength of letters of recommendation, work experience, availability of resources within
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the department, and equity considerations to enhance the diversity of the department
may be taken into consideration.
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PHD PROGRAM CHECKLIST
Before the end of the first semester of enrollment
 Waiver of core requirements requested
Before scheduling the Doctoral Comprehensive Examination
 The Doctoral Advisory Committee formed (with internal members only)
 Plan of Study approved by the Advisory Committee and the GPC
Before sitting for the doctoral Comprehensive Examination





Form GS-5 submitted to the GPC 60 days prior to the intended exam date
Coursework completed or in near completion
GPA 3.0 or above with no pending “I” grade
Currently enrolled in 3 graduate credit hours

Before submitting dissertation prospectus





Doctoral candidacy established
Dissertation Committee formed
IRB application prepared or approved if applicable
Continuous enrollment maintained

Before dissertation defense
 Dissertation prospectus in file at the Graduate School
 Form GS-7 submitted to the Graduate School at least 14 days prior to the
intended defense date
 Final dissertation document provided to the Committee at least 7 days prior to
defense
 18 hours of dissertation credit completed or currently being completed
 Continuous enrollment maintained
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICES
PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The Master of Science (M.S.) in Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) program is housed
within the Department of Nutrition and Hospitality Management. Students pursuing the
M.S. in FNS degree choose from one of the two emphasis areas: nutrition and hospitality
management.
The degree prepares students for careers in established or emerging clinical or industrial
settings; doctoral studies in nutrition, food service management, or hospitality
management; or postsecondary teaching positions. The program is designed to provide
students with a broad background in nutrition, food service management, and
hospitality management; development of necessary analytical skills; and exposure to
current research.

Goals/Mission Statement
The mission of the MS in Food and Nutrition Services is to prepare students for entry
into nutrition-related or hospitality management-related fields of study and/or their
industries with excellence and integrity.

Learning Outcomes
1.

Students will be able to demonstrate how to interpret, evaluate, and use
professional literature to make ethical, evidence-based practice decisions.

2.

Students will be able to demonstrate effective and professional oral and
written communication and documentation when communicating with
individuals, professional groups, and the public.

3.

Students will be able to incorporate professional knowledge with effective
management and education techniques to facilitate food, nutrition and
hospitality related behavior change.

4.

Students will be able to use a decision making process to make decisions, to
identify nutrition- or hospitality-related problems, and to determine and
evaluate appropriate interventions.

5.

Students will be able to apply knowledge of nutrition or hospitality
management to enhance the wellbeing of individuals and groups.
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6.

Students will be able to apply management and business theories and
principles to the development, marketing, and delivery of nutrition or
hospitality programs or services.

To fulfill requirements to become a registered dietitian nutritionist (RDN), students may
choose to apply to the Coordinated Program (CP) as a part of the M.S. degree program.
The CP program is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Education for Nutrition
and Dietetics (ACEND) and includes a supervised practice component in various local
and regional health care and education facilities. (See Coordinated Program (CP) in
Dietetics for more information.)

PROGRAM OF STUDY
The program consists of a minimum of 30 post-baccalaureate credit hours, of which up
to 6 credit hours may be transferred from another university or from another master’s
degree at UM. Requirements for the M.S. FNS degree for the Master’s track are: 9 hours
of program core requirements; 9 hours of emphasis area requirements; 6-9 hours of
electives; and 3-6 hours of non-thesis directed research or 6 hours of thesis.
Requirements for the M.S. FNS degree for the Master’s with CP track are: 9 hours of
program core requirements; 9 hours of emphasis area requirements; 3 hours of
electives; and 9 hours of supervised practice.
The Program of Study form, which can be found under the Curriculum, lists suggested
electives. Relevant electives not on this form may be approved by the student’s
Master’s Advisory Committee. Thesis and non-thesis directed research credits (NHM
693 or 697) may not be used as electives.
Students are required to file with the GPC the Program of Study form signed by their
Master’s Advisory Committee before enrolling for NHM 693, 697, or 699 credits or
taking the master’s written comps, whichever is earlier. Once filed, any changes to the
Program of Study would require approval of the Master’s Advisory Committee.
Add slips for courses offered in the department are reviewed and signed by the
instructor and the Department Chair.

MASTER’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Initially, the department will assign the GPC as the students’ Academic Advisor and
primary point of contact. Once the student develops specific educational goals and
identifies a graduate faculty member in the department to serve as their academic
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mentor, the student notifies the GPC that they would like the mentor to be their
Academic Advisor on record. The Academic Advisor and the student will work together
to form the Master’s Advisory Committee. The committee must consist of at least three
graduate faculty members from the discipline (i.e., the department) in which the degree
is sought. Under normal circumstances, the student’s Academic Advisor will serve as
Chair of the Master’s Advisory Committee. The Master’s Advisory Committee also serves
as the Examining Committee of the student’s Final Oral/Written Examination. A formal
request to form the committee is filed electronically either by the student or by the GPC
before the Plan of Study form is submitted to the department. (See Graduate School
Forms and Manuals Library for the GS2 - Graduate Advisory Committee Requests
https://gradschool.olemiss.edu/current-students/forms-and-manuals-library/).

MASTER’S RESEARCH REQUIREMENT : MASTER’S TRACK
Students pursuing M.S. in FNS without Coordinated Program in Dietetics are required to
satisfy the research component by completing either thesis or non-thesis directed
research. The choice between thesis or non-thesis directed research is made in
consultation with the student’s Master’s Advisory Committee based on the individual’s
educational training and goals, and is declared in the Program of Study form.

Thesis Option
The primary objective of a thesis research component is to expand the existing
knowledge base. The thesis must be a well-reasoned and original contribution to
knowledge in the field of study, and provide evidence of high scholarly achievement.
The student’s thesis examining committee is the primary source of guidance in the
planning and preparation of the thesis. Instructions for preparation of the thesis are
available from the Graduate School.
A minimum of 6 hours of thesis credit must be completed over at least two separate
academic terms. The Program of Study form must have been filed with the GPC before
students can enroll in thesis credits. A thesis proposal can be submitted and presented
to the student’s Examining Committee for approval during or after the semester in
which the student is enrolled in at least 1 hour of thesis credit. The thesis defense
cannot be scheduled without a proposal approved by the thesis committee, and may
not take place in the same semester during which the proposal is presented.
The Chair of the Thesis Committee will initiate form GS-7 Authorization of the Final
Oral/Written Examination to be submitted to the Graduate School no later than 14 days
prior to the intended date of defense. The thesis defense cannot be scheduled until the
student has completed all other degree requirements including 6 hours of thesis credit
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or is expected to complete them in the semester during which the defense takes place.
The student must be enrolled in 3 or more graduate hours in the semester of the final
exam (or 1 or more hours if the defense is during the summer term).
It is expected that a final thesis draft is provided to the Thesis Committee no later than 7
days prior to the scheduled defense date. The Master’s thesis defense is public;
however, the audience may be asked to leave during Committee deliberations.
Successful completion of Master’s thesis defense constitutes passing the Master’s Final
Exam.

Non-Thesis Option
A non-CP master’s student who chooses the non-thesis option must complete the
research requirement through a minimum of 3 credit hours of non-thesis directed
research (NHM 693). Before students can enroll in non-thesis directed research, the
Program of Study form must have been approved by the student’s Master’s Advisory
Committee and filed with the GPC. At that time, the student’s Master’s Advisory
Committee must agree upon who the faculty supervisor will be and what the tentative
topic for the student’s directed research is. The faculty supervisor for the directed
research will provide a syllabus, which describes specific expectations including a
measureable outcome or product to be considered for the Master’s Final Examination.
The research product for non-thesis students can take one of the four forms:
-

A poster or oral presentation accepted and scheduled for a professional
conference at the state level or beyond*
An article manuscript submitted to a peer-reviewed journal**
A grant proposal submitted to an external funding agency**
A presentation at a departmental or university-wide research event*

* Student must be an author and presenter. Presentations must include clear objective statement,
background literature, description of methodology, summary of findings, and discussion. Proof of
presentation along with the presentation slides or a legible image of the poster should be made
available to the Examining Committee. Presentations at the university-level 3MT (Three-minute
thesis) competition do not count. Presentations for credit in another course do not count.
** Student must be an author (of the manuscript) or co-investigator (of the grant proposal). Proof
of submission along with the manuscript/proposal draft should be made available to the
Examining Committee. Submission of an abstract or a paper submitted for a conference
proceeding does not count.

Successful completion of the research product constitutes passing the Master’s Final
Exam for non-thesis students. Non-thesis students should consult with the Chair of the
Advisory Committee to schedule the date by which the Committee will examine their
research product and documentation of proof. The faculty mentor will initiate form GS-7
Authorization of Final Oral/Written Examination to be submitted to the Graduate School
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no later than 14 days prior to this date. For non-thesis students, GS7 form may not be
submitted until the student has completed all other degree requirements including
required credit hours Master’s comprehensive examinations, or is expecting to
complete them in the semester during which the final exam takes place.

MASTER’S PRACTICUM REQUIREMENT : MASTER’S WITH CP TRACK
Students pursuing M.S. in FNS with Coordinated Program in Dietetics (CP track) are
required to satisfy the practicum component by completing 9 credit hours of supervised
practice (NHM 699). Students in the CP track are not required to write a thesis or
complete directed research. For students in the CP track, successful completion of all
components of supervised practice constitutes passing the Master’s Final Exam. The
GPC will submit form GS-7 Authorization of the Final Oral/Written Examination to the
Graduate School no later than 14 days prior to the last day of class.

MASTER’S COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATIONS
Master’s comprehensive exam requirement is waived for students who pursue and
complete the thesis.
All non-thesis students and CP students in M.S. in FNS must successfully complete the
Master’s Comprehensive Exams. To be eligible to sit for Master’s Comprehensive Exams,
students must have completed the 18 hours of core courses, be in good standing with
no I grade, have filed the Program of Study form with the GPC, and be enrolled for at
least 3 credit hours during the semester in which they take the Comps. Exams take place
in March and October each year. Students who intend to sit for the exam should notify
the GPC in writing by February 15th (for March exams) and by September 15th (for
October exams).
The exam questions will be determined by the Master’s Comprehensive Exam
Committee and will test the students on the 6 core courses (3 program core courses and
3 emphasis area core courses). The Master’s Comps are timed, proctored, closed-book,
written tests, administered in two 3-hour blocks. The Master’s Comprehensive Exam
Committee will grade the exams and notify the student of the result within one week
and one day of the last day of the exam.
Students must score an overall average of 80% or higher and a minimum 70% in each
subject to pass the Master’s Comprehensive Exams. Those who meet the overall
minimum but do not meet the subject-level minimum, or those who meet the subjectlevel minimum but not the overall minimum may be allowed a one-time rewrite during
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the same semester. After a failed attempt, students can retake the Comps in another
semester. Up to two attempts are allowed before the status is changed to non-degree
standing.

TIME LIMIT
The Graduate School imposes a six-year time limit on all work toward a Master’s degree.

MASTER’S ADMISSION CRITERIA
Criteria for admission into the M.S. in FNS program are:
a.

b.

c.
d.
e.
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Baccalaureate Degree: For full admission into the M.S. in FNS program, a
baccalaureate degree in dietetics, nutrition, food service management,
hospitality management, or a related area with the following prerequisites is
required:
• ServSafe manager’s certification granted from the National Restaurant
Association or equivalent (e.g., NHM 111)
• 3-4 credit hours of Principles of Food Preparation/Food Preparation Lab
(e.g., NHM 211/213)
• A 3-hour course in Introductory/General Human Nutrition (e.g., NHM 311)
• A 3-hour course in Foodservice Systems Management (e.g., NHM 441/461)
• A 3-hour course(s) in Nutrition Assessment and Nutrition Care Process
(e.g., NHM 410; Nutrition emphasis only)
• A 3-hour course in Marketing Principles (e.g., GB 350; HM emphasis only)
• A 3-hour course in Human Resource Management (e.g., NHM 466 or Mgmt
383; HM emphasis only)
• Six hours of Accounting Principles (e.g., Accy 201 and 202; HM emphasis
only)
Grade-Point Average (GPA): A cumulative undergraduate GPA of 3.0 or higher
over the last 60 hours or over the entire transcript is recommended for
admission.
Graduate Record Examination (GRE): Scores of no less than 150 on the verbal
and 150 on the quantitative divisions are preferred.
Clear Goals, readiness and motivation to pursue the graduate degree
English Proficiency (Only for the applicants whose native language is not
English) must meet the Graduate School’s admission criteria.
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The Graduate Committee of the Department of Nutrition and Hospitality Management
will review complete applications received. Incomplete applications will not be
reviewed. Competitive applicants relative to the pool of applicants will be
recommended for admission. In addition to the above criteria, other factors such as
strength of letters of recommendation, work experience, availability of resources within
the department, and equity considerations to enhance the diversity of the department
may be taken into consideration.

15

NHM Grad Handbook 10/1/2020

M.S. PROGRAM CHECKLIST
Before enrolling in NHM 693 (Directed Research), 697 (Thesis), or 699 (Supervised
Practice) for the first time






Full-standing admission status
NHM 525 and 526 completed
GPA 3.0 or above with no pending “I” grade
Appointment of the Master’s Advisory Committee requested
Program of Study form submitted to the GPC

Before thesis proposal






18 hours of core courses completed
GPA 3.0 or above with no pending “I” grade
Currently enrolled in 3 graduate credit hours (or 1 hour in summer)
IRB applications prepared if applicable
3 hours of thesis credit either completed or currently enrolled

Before thesis defense
 Thesis proposal approved in a previous semester or academic term
 Currently enrolled in 3 graduate credit hours (or 1 hour in summer)
 GS-7 form submitted to the Graduate School at least 14 days prior to the date
of defense
 Final thesis document provided to the Examining Committee at least 7 days
prior to the defense date
 6 hours of thesis credit either completed or currently being completed
Before scheduling the Master’s Comprehensive Exams







18 hours of core courses completed
GPA 3.0 or above with no pending “I” grade
Currently enrolled in 3 graduate credit hours
the Master’s Advisory Committee approved by the Graduate School
Program of Study form submitted to the GPC
Intent to sit for the Comps emailed to the GPC by 2/15 (for March exam) or
9/15 (for October exam)

Before the non-thesis final exam
 Passed Master’s Comprehensive Exams
 Currently enrolled in 3 graduate credit hours (or 1 hour in summer)
 GS-7 form submitted to the Graduate School at least 14 days prior to the date
of final exam
 3 hours of directed research either completed or currently enrolled
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GENERAL INFORMATION
APPLICATION PROCESS
Applications for admission to the graduate programs must be submitted to the
University of Mississippi Graduate School through the online application process.
In order to be assured consideration, the following materials must be on file in the
Graduate School prior to the deadline. Application deadlines are:
Degree Program

Deadline for Fall
admission

Deadline for Spring
admission

M.S. in Food and Nutrition Services

January 15
(continuous*)

October 15 (continuous)

Ph.D. in Nutrition and Hospitality
Management

January 15
(continuous)

October 15 (continuous)

Online Masters in Hospitality
Management

Continuous

Continuous

* Applications received after January 15 will not be considered for CP.
In case these dates fall on a weekend or legal holiday, the deadlines are automatically
extended to the next business day.
1.
2.

3.

4.

An online application completed through the Graduate School website
http://gradschool.olemiss.edu
A statement of Purpose not exceeding 1,000 words, which clearly
demonstrates your interest in the field, readiness to pursue a graduate degree,
academic and professional goals, and how joining the graduate program will
help you meet these goals. This document should be uploaded as an
attachment to the Graduate School online application.
Names and contact information for academic or professional references
should be specified on the online Graduate School application. The letters
should speak to the applicant’s readiness and ability to succeed in the graduate
program. The Graduate School’s online reference system sends requests to the
recommenders. Two (2) references are required for application to the master’s
program, and three (3) references are required for application to the doctoral
program.
Official GRE scores taken within 5 years of applying to the graduate program
sent to the Graduate School.
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5.
6.
7.

Official transcripts from all institutions where a degree was obtained AND from
institutions attended for any graduate work sent to the Graduate School
Resume or CV (optional)
Official English proficiency test scores (Only if the applicant’s native language
is not English): TOEFL, IELTS, or Pearson’s Test of Academic English scores
within 2 years of applying to the graduate program sent to the Graduate School

Instructions for submitting application materials such as test scores and transcripts can
be found on the Graduate School website. For questions about the submission process,
contact the Graduate School (Email: gschool@olemiss.edu). For questions about the MS
in FNS and PhD in NHM programs, contact NHM Graduate Program Coordinator Dr.
Yunhee Chang at chang@olemiss.edu. For questions about the Online MS in HM
program, contact NHM Online Graduate Program Coordinator Dr. Jim Taylor at
jtaylor@olemiss.edu.

*Applicants for M.S. in FNS who will also be pursuing the Coordinated Program must
submit their applications by January 15, and fulfill additional requirements:

•

An online application form for the CP must be submitted
http://nhm.olemiss.edu/graduate-program/coordinated_program/.

•

The same Statement of Purpose document will be used for both Graduate
School application as well as CP application. Applicants who are pursuing the
CP should also address CP-related expectations in the document submitted in
their Graduate School application.

•

The letters received through the Graduate School application system will be
forwarded to the CP application for review and there is no need to send
duplicate letters directly to the CP director.
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STATUSES OF ADMISSION
Applicants whose admission credentials do not meet those expected for Full-standing
status may be admitted in the Conditional or Qualifying status.
Students whose academic records indicate that they may have difficulty performing
satisfactorily at the graduate level may be conditionally admitted. Students admitted in
the Conditional status are required to obtain a 3.0 GPA during their first 9 hours of
graduate coursework in order to be advanced to Full-standing. Students who fail to
advance to Full-standing will be changed to Non-degree II status.
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Students satisfying all other admission requirements but lacking certain prerequisites
may be admitted for a Qualifying period of up to 12 months, during which time the
deficiencies must be completed with a minimum GPA of 3.0. Students admitted in the
Qualifying status will be given a list of undergraduate courses (ranging from 3 to 15
hours) to be taken to make them eligible for consideration for Conditional or Fullstanding status. Qualifying status may limit graduate assistantship opportunities.
Remedial courses may not be counted toward degree requirements.
See Graduate School policies for more information about categories of admissions.

DISMISSAL
A minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 is required to maintain the full standing status.
Failure to return to full standing after two consecutive semesters results in a status
change to non-degree seeking and dismissal from the program. If a student’s cumulative
GPA reaches below 2.0 and it would be arithmetically impossible to bring the cumulative
GPA to 3.0 or above in the subsequent semester, the student can be dismissed from the
program immediately upon GPC recommendation.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
The Department of Nutrition and Hospitality Management offers administrative,
research, and teaching assistantships. These are competitive. Interested applicants can
fill out the application for graduate assistantships.
More information about financial aid for graduate students can be found here. Students
interested in scholarships or other financial aid may contact the Office of Financial Aid.
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